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Ft. Pierce,  FL 34949-8520
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assigned a Naval Enlisted Code (NEC) 
PH8136 US Navy Photographer and 
Diver in 1962. Early assignments 
included documenting UDT and SEAL 
Training in Little Creek, Virginia and 
St Thomas VI. Other projects included 
scuba tests on the new MK VI dive 
rig. He became a Plank Owner of 
Project SEALAB in 1964 and filmed 
the first “Man-in-the=Sea” project 
which won various awards and was 
used by renowned saturation diving 
pioneer Captain George F. Bond to 
help fund SEALAB II. He earned a 
bachelor of arts degree in photography 
from Brooks Institute and returned 
to the Naval Coastal Systems Center 
in Panama City, Florida in 1974 as a 
civilian employee and formed their 
unique photo lab. In the early 1980s 
he conducted extensive underwater 
photography for the State of Florida 

Department of Resources on a special 
Manatee program. He also worked for 
the Smithsonian Institute on a special 
coral reef film “The Sea-A Quest for 
the Future” which won two notable 
awards in 1985; The Golden Eagle 
Award and the Cindy, a cinematog-
raphy industry award to filmmakers. 
This film was also selected to repre-
sent the United States in foreign film 
festivals. Mr. Campoli was award-

ed The Meritorious Civilian Service 
Award for his extensive work for 
Naval Special Warfare (NSW) from 
1987 to 1993. His efforts led to greater 
Navy support for the SEAL Delivery 
Vehicle (SDV) and Dry Deck Shelter 
(DDS) programs as well as great-
ly promoting recruiting efforts for 
NSW. Bernie retired from the Federal 
Government in March 2000. Few 
underwater photographers possessed 
the skill and qualifications required 
to conduct submarine lock-out associ-
ated with the SDV and DDS programs. 
Mr. Campoli is a long standing mem-
ber of the UDT-SEAL Association, 
Northwest Florida Chapter and the 
UDT-SEAL Museum Association, 
having served as their official pho-
tographer for the past 7 years. Mr. 
Campoli is most deserving of this 
prestigious NOGI award.   

Few underwater photogra-
phers possessed the skill and 

qualifications required to 
conduct submarine lock-out 

associated with the SDV 
and DDS programs. 


